
 
 
 
 
 

L’INSTITUT D’ARCHEOLOGIE 
 DE L’UNIVERSITE JAGELLONNE DE CRACOVIE 

 
 
 
 
 
 

RECHERCHES ARCHEOLOGIQUES
NOUVELLE SERIE 1

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

KRAKÓW 2009



 
© Copyright by Institute of Archaeology of the Jagiellonian University

Kraków 2009
 
 

REDACTION
Wojciech Blajer

 
CONSEIL EN REDACTION

Jan Chochorowski, Krzysztof Ciałowicz, Piotr Kaczanowski, Janusz K. Kozłowski, 
Ewdoksia Papuci-Władyka, Jacek Poleski, Joachim Śliwa, Paweł Valde-Nowak

 
TRADUCTION

Piotr Godlewski, Romana Kiełbasińska et auteurs des articles
 

SECRETAIRE DE LA REDACTION
Marcin S. Przybyła

 
ILLUSTRATIONS

Urszula Bąk, Elżbieta Pohorska-Kleja, Urszula Socha et auteurs des articles
 

MAQUETTE DE COUVERTURE
Jacek Poleski

 
MISE EN PAGES

Wydawnictwo i Pracownia Archeologiczna “PROFIL” Magdalena Dzięgielewska
 

EN COUVERTURE
Trois figurines d’ivoire de site prédynastique de Tell el-Farkha

 
ADRESSE DE LA REDACTION

Instytut Archeologii Uniwersytetu Jagiellońskiego, ul. Gołębia 11, PL 31-007 Kraków
www.archeo.edu.uj.pl/ra

 
 

ISSN 0137-3285
 
 

Cette publication est financée aux moyens destinés à l’activité statutaire  
de la Faculté d’Histoire de l’Université Jagellonne



To Readers and co-Authors of „Recherches Archéologiques”

FOUILLES  ARCHEOLOGIQUES  EN  POLOGNE

Bolesław Ginter, Marta Połtowicz-Bobak: Dzierżysław 35 – an open-air Magdalenian site in 
Upper Silesia (part III)

Paweł Valde-Nowak: Early farming adaptation in the Wiśnicz Foothills in the Carpathians. 
Settlements at Łoniowa and Żerków

Piotr Godlewski: Rescue excavations at the multi-cultural site 1 in Grodowice, Kazimierza 
Wielka district, season 2005

Tobias L. Kienlin, Paweł Valde-Nowak: Bronzezeitliches Siedlungswesen im Vorfeld 
der polnischen Westkarpaten: Geomagnetische Untersuchungen und Geländebegehungen 
im Bereich des Dunajectals

Wojciech Blajer: Die Ausgrabungen an der Fundstelle 5 in Lipnik, Kr. Przeworsk (Siedlung 
der Trzciniec-Kultur, Gräberfeld der Tarnobrzeg-Gruppe), in den Jahren 2004 – 2006 (7.–9. 
Grabungssaison)

Anna Gawlik, Piotr Godlewski: Rescue excavations at site 1 in Witów, Proszowice district. 
Seasons 2004 – 2006

Ulana Zielińska: Bone material from the Lusatian culture settlement in Witów
Karol Dzięgielewski, Urszula Bąk, Tomasz Kalicki, Barbara Szybowicz: Investigations 

in 2004 – 2006 at the Bronze Age cemetery (site 3) at Zbrojewsko, district Kłobuck, 
voiv. Śląskie

Agnieszka Klimek, Łukasz Oleszczak, Zbigniew Robak: Forschungen an der Fundstelle 
der Lausitzer Kultur in Sufczyce, Fst. 8, Kr. Staszów, im Jahre 2005 

Marcin S. Przybyła: Sondierungsausgrabungen auf der Siedlung aus der Bronzezeit und 
der römischen Kaiserzeit in Markowa, Kr. Łańcut, Fst. 85

Marzena J. Przybyła: Bericht von den Rettungsausgrabungen in Lipnik, Fst. 3, Gde. Kańczuga,  
Kr. Przeworsk, Woiw. Podkarpackie. Saison 2003 – 2004

Michał Grygiel, Jacek Pikulski, Marek Trojan: The research on the multicultural site no. 1 in 
Zagórzyce, com. and distr. Kazimierza Wielka, voiv. Świętokrzyskie during the years 2003 
to 2004

Michał Grygiel, Jacek Pikulski, Marek Trojan: Rescue excavations on the Late Roman period 
settlement on site 3 in Zagórzyce, com. and distr. Kazimierza Wielka, voiv. Świętokrzyskie

Renata Madyda-Legutko, Judyta Rodzińska-Nowak, Joanna Zagórska-Telega: Prusiek, 
Fst. 25, Gde. und Kr. Sanok, Woiw. Podkarpackie – das erste Gräberfeld der Bevölkerung 
der Przeworsk-Kultur in den polnischen Karpaten

Renata Madyda-Legutko, Elżbieta Pohorska-Kleja, Judyta Rodzińska-Nowak: Pakoszówka, 
Gde. und Kr. Sanok, Woiw. Podkarpackie, Fst. 1 (Siedlung aus der Römischen Kaiserzeit)

Marcin Biborski: Abschließende Grabungsuntersuchungen an der Fundstelle 8 in Mokra, 
Gde. Miedźno, Kr. Kłobuck, Woiw. Śląskie

7 
 
 
 
 
 

11 
 

15 
 

37 
 
 

49 
 
 

73 
 

83 
101 

 
 

109 
 

141 

157 
 

171 
 
 

199 
 

277 
 
 

295 
 

311 
 

321

 
CONTENU



4

Jacek Poleski: Results of excavations conducted on the stronghold at Damice, commune 
Iwanowice, district Kraków, in the years 2004 – 2006

Dariusz Niemiec: Fragment der städtischen Wehrmauer des Krakauer Kazimierz, freigelegt 
2005 an der Podgórska-Straße im Bereich des Spitals der Barmherzigen Brüder

Dariusz Niemiec: Archäologische Grabungen im Bereich des Wróblewski-Collegium 
der Jagiellonen Universität in Kraków in den Jahren 2003 – 2005

Dariusz Niemiec: Archäologisch-architektonische Untersuchungen im Hof des Collegium 
Novum der Jagiellonen-Universität in Kraków in den Jahren 2005–2006

 

RECHERCHES  ARCHEOLOGIQUES  A  L’ETRANGER

Valery Sitlivy, Krzysztof Sobczyk, Margarita Koumouzelis, Panagiotis Karkanas: The New 
Middle Palaeolithic Human Occupations in Cave 1 in Klissoura, Greece. The Investigations 
in 2004 – 2006

Małgorzata Kaczanowska, Janusz K. Kozłowski, Adamantios Sampson: Results of 
investigations into the Early Mesolithic site of Maroulas on the island of Kythnos (Western 
Cyclades)

Marek Nowak, Magdalena Moskal-del Hoyo, Maria Lityńska-Zając, Tomasz Kalicki, Janusz 
K. Kozłowski, Georgiy I. Litvinyuk, Marian Vizdal: A settlement of the early Eastern 
Linear Pottery Culture at Moravany (Eastern Slovakia) – Preliminary report on seasons 
2004 and 2006

Krzysztof M. Ciałowicz: Excavations of the Western Kom at Tell el-Farkha in 2006
Joanna Dębowska-Ludwin: The catalogue of graves from Tell el-Farkha
Ewdoksia Papuci-Władyka, Eugenia F. Redina, Jarosław Bodzek, Wojciech Machowski: The 

Koshary Project (Ukraine, Odessa province), seasons 2004 – 2006
Wiesław Koszkul, Jarosław Źrałka, Bernard Hermes: Archaeological Investigations 

at Nakum, Peten, Guatemala: New Data on the Site’s Development and the Discovery 
of a Royal Tomb

Radosław Palonka, Kristin Kuckelman: Goodman Point Pueblo: Research on the Final 
Period of Settlement of the Ancestral Pueblo Indians in the Mesa Verde Region, 
Colorado, USA. The Preliminary Report, 2005–2006 Seasons

THESES  DE  DISSERTATIONS

Jacek Poleski: Frühmittelalterliche Burgen am Dunajec
Grażyna Bąkowska: Oriental elements in the iconography of magical gems 

(1st – 3rd centuries A.D.)
Marcin Biborski: Schwerter aus der jüngeren und spätrömischen Kaiserzeit sowie der 

Frühphase der Völkerwanderungszeit aus dem Gebiet des europäischen Barbaricums und 
des Römischen Kaiserreichs. Typologie, Chronologie, Identifizierung römischer Erzeugnisse

 
327 

 
341 

 
347 

 
363 

 
 
 
 
 
 

377 
 
 

397 
 
 
 

407 
429 
457 

 
487 

 
 

509 
 
 

543 
 
 
 
 

569 
 

579 
 
 

587

 



5

Mikołaj Budzanowski: The cult niches on the upper court of the temple of Hatshepsut in Deir 
el-Bahari. Royal cult aspects in the Temple of Millions of Years Djeser-Djeseru during the 
reign of Queen Hatshepsut

Joanna Dębowska-Ludwin: Burial custom in Lower Egypt in the Pre-  and Early Dynastic 
period

Anna Gawlik: Scythian influences on the western and north-western borderlands of Great 
Scythia

Dorota Gorzelany: Burial form vs. ideologia funeraria. Formation of monumental tombs 
in Macedonia in the Classical and Hellenistic periods and their impact on the funerary 
complexes of Alexandria

Wojciech Machowski: Kurgans in the necropoleis of ancient cities on the Black Sea northern 
coast

Jacek Pierzak: Mittelalterliche Topfhelme auf polnischem Boden im Hinblick auf Westeuropa
Aleksandra Zięba: The Middle Palaeolithic in Kraków region: Piekary IIa and Kraków 

ul. Księcia Józefa sites, in European context
Leszek Zinkow: Legacy of the Ancient Egypt in Polish literature (until 1914)
Jarosław Źrałka: Terminal Classic Occupation in the Maya sites located in the Triangulo Park 

area and the problem of their collapse
Ewdoksia Papuci-Władyka, Wojciech Machowski, Marta Kania: Black Sea links: exhibition 

and conference in Cracow

 
 

599 
 

601 
 

605 
 
 

613 
 

623 
629 

 
641 
655 

 
657 

 
659

 



Recherches Archéologiques
SN 1, 2009, 623 – 628

ISSN 0137 – 3285

Wojciech Machowski

Kurgans in the necropoleis of ancient cities  
on the Black Sea northern coast1

Supervisor: 
Prof. Dr. Ewdoksia Papuci-Władyka, Instytut Archeologii, Uniwersytet Jagielloński, 
                                                                                                                             Kraków
Reviewers:
Prof. Dr. Jan Chochorowski, Instytut Archeologii, Uniwersytet Jagielloński, Kraków
Prof. Dr. Mariusz Mielczarek, Instytut Archeologii i Etnologii, 
                                                                         Uniwersytet Mikołaja Kopernika, Toruń.

In  the beginning of the 18th century, the at-
tention of scholars who worked on antique 
issues began to be attracted by a very spe-
cific, indeed, exceptional character of the 
territories of southern Ukraine and Rus-
sia, where important centers of the ancient 
world, such as Tyras, Olbia, Chersonesos 
Taurica, Pantikapaeum, Phanagoria were 
located.

European travelers in the accounts of 
their journeys to the northern coast of the 
Black Sea often mentioned groups or great 
chains of artificial hills – kurgans – of vari-
ous shapes, surrounding the ruins of most of 
the antique cities. These mounds, and par-
ticularly the architecture of tombs beneath 
them, grave goods and burial rites, became 
extremely important for discovering the 
Greek past of those territories.

However, none of the studies published 
so far gives a comprehensive analysis of 
the kurgans in question and an attempt 
of their systematization. The question of 

1 Dissertation defence in 2004.

placing these kurgans within the context of 
the Greek tradition of burying the dead be-
neath mounds still awaits investigation. The 
present study was undertaken as a result of 
the need to fill this gap in our understanding 
of the two issues mentioned above.

The main aim of this work is the systema-
tization – on the basis of the available litera-
ture – of our knowledge on kurgan mounds 
located within the necropoleis of ancient cit-
ies on the Black Sea northern coast. For the 
first time, a description of the kurgans in in-
dividual necropoleis of the most important 
cities in the region, which have been studied 
by archeologists during the last two hundred 
years, is attempted.

In order to shed more light on the his-
tory and character of the kurgan necropo-
leis of ancient cities on the Black Sea 
northern coast it was necessary to know 
the results of the excavations conducted so 
far. Unfortunately, very often appropriate 
drawing and photographic documentation 
is lacking. Some barrows were only men-
tioned when describing the grave goods 
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discovered, while the others appeared in 
popular science articles devoted to broad-
er issues in the field of the North-Pontic 
archeology.

The chronological limits for the basic 
part of this work cover the period from the 
beginning of Greek colonization on the dis-
cussed territory, that is from the founding 
of the first Greek settlement on the Berezan 
island in the mid 7th century BC, up to the 
decline of ancient cities in the 3rd and 4th 
centuries AD. However, a real chronologi-
cal range is much broader. It is not possible 
to discuss the character of kurgan necropo-
leis on the northern coasts of the Black Sea 
without getting acquainted with the Greek 
tradition of erecting tumuli over burials, and 
that tradition developed already at the be-
ginnings of the Bronze Age.

The work is divided into seven chapters. 
Two introduction chapters a brief descrip-
tion of research performed so far. In this 
part of the work also the history of Greek 
colonization in the North-Pontic region has 
been outlined.

The next chapter is devoted to burial rites 
present in ancient necropoleis of the Black 
Sea northern coasts. In the first part of this 
chapter, particular elements of burial ritual 
were identified, described and their role in 
funeral customs of individual ethnic groups 
buried in the necropolis in question was de-
termined. The second part describes the de-
velopment of particular elements of burial 
rite, in the first place grave types, chrono-
logically arranged from the archaic period 
till the end of the Roman period. The results 
of the Polish-Ukrainian excavations con-
ducted at Koshary locality on the Black Sea 
coast, directed by Prof. Ewdoksia Papuci-
Władyka and Dr. Evgenia F. Redina, are re-
ferred to in this chapter.

Chapters from four to six are the essence 
of the work. Chapter four entitled “Tumuli 
in Greek World” is exceptional in the sense 

that it does not deal directly with the North-
Pontic zone. It was written to meet the de-
mand for a more comprehensive view of 
the issue of burials beneath barrows in the 
Greek tradition. The scholars interested in 
kurgans in the Greek necropoleis on the 
Black Sea northern coast more than once 
turned their attention to the tumuli located 
on the territory of the present-day Greece 
and western coast of Asia Minor in the 
context of the kurgans’ importance for the 
awareness and customs of Greeks colonists 
who came to the Black Sea region. How-
ever, nobody so far has ventured gathering 
and systematization of these data, not only 
in order to confront them with the North-
Pontic kurgans, but also to demonstrate how 
strong and popular this custom was among 
the Greeks already since the Bronze Age. 
In chapter four, proceeding from the avail-
able literature, a majority of tumuli known 
from continental Greece, Aegean Islands, 
Cyprus, and the western part of Asia Minor 
and dated from the Bronze Age to the Hel-
lenistic period is discussed.

The most important chapters in the present 
work are chapters five and six. Chapter five 
is devoted to the description of kurgans in the 
necropoleis of ancient cities located on the 
northern coast of the Black Sea. It contains 
information about the research performed 
on individual kurgans, tombs found beneath 
them, and the most important finds discov-
ered during the excavations performed since 
the beginning of the 19th century. Due to 
sometimes very fragmentary information 
and poor archeological record, some kur-
gans are only signaled and listed, while the 
others are described in more detail. The in-
dividual necropoleis are described in alpha-
betic order and the kurgans in the order of 
their investigation by the discoverers.

Chapter six gives the analysis of particular 
aspects connected with the kurgan mounds 
in the necropoleis of ancient cities on the 
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Black Sea northern coast. The process of 
building, types of earthen mounds, particu-
lar grave types and types of artifacts found 
during the excavations are described. The 
genesis, development and disappearance of 
the custom of erecting kurgans are analyzed. 
The problem of ethnic identity of the people 
interred under the mounds is addressed here 
as well.

The results of the studies and the conclu-
sions concerning particular aspects of the 
discussed topic are presented in chapter 
seven, which is a summary of this work.

Burial rituals of people inhabiting ancient 
cities on the Black Sea northern coast were 
subject to various changes during almost 
one thousand years of their existence. These 
changes resulted from internal, socio-eco-
nomic and political reasons as well as from 
the external ones. The first included, above 
all, an intensive growth of affluence among 
the Black Sea colonists, while the latter re-
sulted mainly from contacts with the local 
barbarian tribes, but also from trade and 
cultural contacts with broadly understood 
ancient world.

With the development of Greek colonies 
in the Black Sea, their growing economy and 
increasing social stratification, the burial rite 
was undergoing a permanent evolution as 
well. Burial rite became not only the indica-
tor of a social position of the deceased, but 
also a symbol of bonds with family, lineage 
and a whole community of the citizens.

One of the most spectacular manifesta-
tions of burial rite was the custom of erect-
ing kurgan mounds over the graves. This 
custom became widespread in Greek colo-
nies in the Hellenistic period – the heyday 
of ancient cities on the Black Sea northern 
coast.

The question thus arises: what caused 
such a sudden need for this element of bur-
ial rite? Did not the inhabitants of Greek 
colonies really know this custom before? 

This seems unlikely. Erecting kurgans (tu-
muli) over graves was known in almost all 
of Europe already since the beginnings of 
the Bronze Age. Also the people inhabit-
ing Greece started burying their dead under 
earthen mounds at that time. This tradition 
reached its apex in the middle Bronze Age.

Kurgan mounds of that period were round 
and small. In some cases mounds were rein-
forced with stones, and had stone crepido-
mas built around them. Usually, they were 
erected over single cremation graves, in 
which a male or female was buried. How-
ever, some mounds played a role of family 
grave or poliandron. In some cases the kur-
gans were the cenotaphs commemorating 
warriors probably who fell fighting outside 
their homeland.

Despite various political turbulences, mi-
grations and invasions in the later periods, 
the tradition of erecting tumuli not only sur-
vived, but even became more significant. 
Burials beneath tumuli were reserved for the 
heroes who fell in the battle or for the indi-
viduals who rendered great services to a lo-
cal community. Particularly important were 
the works of Homer, which for good intro-
duced and established among the Greeks 
the tradition of burying their heroes under 
earthen mounds.

All through the Geometric, Archaic and 
Classic periods, the Greeks were rewarding 
the citizens of merit with burials beneath 
tumuli. It was so in the Athens’ necropo-
lis of Kerameikos, although the most im-
pressive example is of course the Soros at 
Marathon – a huge tumulus covering the re-
mains of the heroic Athenians who defended 
their homeland from the Persian invasion.

The tradition of erecting tumuli flourished 
again from the mid 4th century onward 
and in the Hellenistic period, when there 
appeared the need to emphasize the pres-
tige and significance of the deceased. This 
custom was observed in the burials of the 
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Macedonian dynasty members, magnificent 
examples of which are seen in the royal ne-
cropolis in Vergina. In the Hellenistic peri-
od, the meaning of erecting tumuli changed 
to a certain degree. The earthen mound was 
not only an evidence of “heroic death”, but 
it also became a manifestation of material 
status and social position of the deceased.

Probably, a similar process took place in 
Greek colonies at the northern coast of the 
Black Sea.

Initially, the citizens in this region were 
burying their dead in simple graves, espe-
cially in pit graves. Small kurgans were 
raised over some of these burials, as is con-
firmed by the examples from Berezan, dated 
to the 7th century BC. It seems that at that 
time, under the influence of the Homeric tra-
dition, earthen mounds were reserved exclu-
sively for the heroes who fell in the battle.

In the 5th century BC, niche graves ap-
peared in the necropoleis of the North-Pon-
tic ancient cities. From about mid 4th centu-
ry BC onward, niche graves were gradually 
evolving and transforming into huge cham-
ber graves, later built of stone. This grave 
type became the most popular sepulchral 
construction over which the kurgans were 
raised.

In general, the appearance of the first 
kurgans in the North-Pontic necropoleis is 
associated with the local barbarian tribes, 
mainly the Scythians. Most often it was as-
sumed that the Greeks adopted this custom 
at about 4th century BC, which is connect-
ed with the appearance of stone chamber 
graves. However, this statement is based on 
the assumption that the Greeks were unfa-
miliar with the tradition of burying the dead 
under kurgans.

Such opinion is in contradiction with the 
Greek tradition of commemorating their 
dead heroes with burials under earthen 
mounds. As was mentioned earlier, this 
tradition dates back to very distant times. 

Before starting the colonization, as well as 
during this process, in Greece and in the 
Greek part of Asia Minor the dead were bur-
ied under earthen mounts all the time. It is 
not possible that the Greek colonists did not 
know this tradition.

Therefore it seems that the origins of kur-
gans in ancient necropoleis in the northern 
Black Sea zone cannot be linked with only 
one ethnic group. The kurgans existed in the 
region already in the Bronze Age, and the 
Greeks, who were arriving to the area, from 
the 7th century BC onward, were erecting 
them for their dead, in agreement with their 
own customs and tradition.

The fact that the kurgans were built in the 
North-Pontic ancient necropoleis since the 
very beginning of the Greek colonization is 
confirmed by the above-mentioned mounds 
in the Berezan necropolis. Larger kurgans 
began to be constructed in the 5th century 
BC and from that period much more kurgans 
are known. The examples in the necropoleis 
of Pantikapaeum, Nimphaion or Phanagoria 
survived until today.

Kurgan burials reached the height of 
their development in the 4th-3rd centuries 
BC, when most of the kurgans were built 
and when they were the most impressive 
and spectacular. One can mention here the 
splendid stone chamber graves under the 
Royal and Melek-Czesmensky kurgans in 
the necropolis of Pantikapaeum.

One should also stress the importance of 
economic development of Greek colonies 
at that period. At that time, one can no-
tice increasing ethnic distinctions between 
the people buried under the kurgans in the 
necropoleis of the North-Pontic ancient 
cities.

After the period when the custom of 
erecting kurgans died out due to the deterio-
ration of economic situation in the colonies 
(2nd –1st centuries BC), this habit revived 
again in the first centuries AD. However, 
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the kurgans built at that period were much 
smaller than the Hellenistic ones. The most 
interesting examples are the so called Zeus 
Kurgan and a mound built over the tomb of 
Euresibios and Arete in the necropolis of a 
large Greek colony in Olbia. Both are dated 
to the 2nd century AD.

The end of the custom of raising kur-
gans is dated for the 3rd – 4th centuries 
AD. At that period only the already exist-
ing mounds were used. It was undoubtedly 
a consequence of a progressing decline of 
the North-Pontic Greek colonies under the 
pressure exerted by barbarian tribes.

The investigations led in the North-Pontic 
ancient necropoleis made it possible to re-
construct in outline the structure of mounds 
and the whole ritual accompanying a burial 
beneath kurgan. This reconstruction could 
not however be complete, due to a very 
fragmentary and cursory documentation of 
the excavations. Sometimes the documenta-
tion is simply lacking.

When erecting a mound, first it was nec-
essary to choose and prepare an appropriate 
location. Next, the construction of the tomb 
for the deceased was beginning. Most often 
kurgans were built after placing the body in 
a grave, as it is evidenced by the remains 
of funeral wakes found in the mounds. Only 
in the case of the largest, stone chamber 
graves a mound had to be erected simultane-
ously with a tomb due to the constructional 
reasons.

The mound structures were differentiated. 
Usually they were built using soil acquired 
in the closest vicinity. Some were built of 
a number of subsequent layers of soil, clay, 
gravel and stones. Each layer was carefully 
compacted. In single cases mounds were 
covered with stones, which formed a kind 
of a stone coat keeping the mound together. 
Such complex, multi-layered construction 
ensured great stability and durability of the 
kurgans.

Additionally, kurgan mounds were rein-
forced by crepidomas surrounding them, 
made usually of well dressed stone slabs, 
or – less frequently – of rough stone.

As it was mentioned above, most re-
searchers attribute the appearance of kurgan 
burials among the Greeks on the Black Sea 
coast to the influences from the local barbar-
ian tribes. However, it seems that it is practi-
cally impossible to give a complete expla-
nation of the direction of the kurgan burial 
development and possible borrowings. Tu-
muli were widespread both in the Mediter-
ranean and in the Black Sea basin already 
since the Neolithic. At present, we can fo-
cus on the determination of ethnic identity  
of the people buried beneath individual 
kurgans.

One should also mention here the types 
of tombs found under kurgans. The Scythi-
an kurgans, in most cases cover chamber 
graves cut into the bedrock. On the other 
hand, most kurgan burials in the necropoleis 
of ancient cities were placed in cist graves 
or stone chamber graves, resembling those 
known from Thrace or Macedonia.

Ethnic identity is, however, not easy to es-
tablish, as there is no rigorous boundary be-
tween the burials typical of the Greeks and 
barbarians. Also burial rites were very much 
the same. The elements of grave equipment, 
such as pottery, jewelry or weapons are of 
little help too, although until recently weap-
onry was considered as indicating Scythian 
burials. But as the Greeks also buried their 
battle-fallen warriors equipped with weap-
ons, we must be particularly careful when 
using this criterion for determining the eth-
nic affiliation of the deceased.

It seems that only the graves equipped with 
characteristic “athlete in palaestra” set (i.e. 
lekythoses, aryballoses, alabastrons, strig-
ils and sometimes Panathenaic amphorae) 
can be considered as being typical burials 
of the Greeks. A respective “pure barbarian” 
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inventory is unknown in ancient necropoleis 
on the Black Sea cost.

The kurgans in the North-Pontic necropo-
leis should be treated as burials of the lo-
cal elite. The elite created its characteristic 
burial rite, borrowing some elements from 
both the Greek and indigenous “barbarian” 
cultures. It seems that ethnic distinctions 
were definitely less important here.

Almost always, the burials beneath kur-
gans were very lavishly equipped. It is par-
ticularly evident in the Hellenistic period. 
But also earlier graves, although not so 
impressive, were extremely luxurious. This 
is interesting, because at that time graves 
on the territory of Greece did not mani-
fest luxury, they can even be called poorly 
equipped. Therefore the opinion that con-
tacts with the local population influenced 
the lavishness of Greek kurgan burials in the 
North-Pontic region seems correct. Another 
reason for this richness can be described as 
a certain “regress” of Greek colonists to the 
stage of military democracy, when grave 
equipment manifested the wealth of the 
deceased.

It should be emphasized that contrary to 
the thorough studies concerning kurgans of 

the barbarian tribes (above all the Scythi-
ans) who inhabited the territories of the 
present-day southern Ukraine, the Greek 
kurgans from this area have not been 
comprehensively investigated so far. There 
is only a small number of Russian-language 
publications (in majority the articles, not 
larger studies) referring either to individual 
necropoleis of ancient cities or to various is-
sues connected with kurgan tombs. Till today, 
no comprehensive publication dedicated to 
kurgan burials in the necropoleis of ancient 
cities on the Black Sea northern coast has 
appeared. There is also lack of studies 
discussing the burial type in question against 
a broader background, with references to 
the Mediterranean and all area of the ancient 
culture influences.

The present dissertation fills, at least 
partially, this gap and contributes to the 
studies of this aspect of Greek civilization 
on the Black Sea. The ample description 
of all the mounds and tombs beneath kur-
gans is a part of the dissertation and consti-
tutes, as it seems, a good starting point for 
preparing Corpus tumulorum – the need of 
which and its idea were postulated already 
at the end of the 20th century.


