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srooenly partially a result of the movements of
E-:ri: K'ak' fo various parts of the region.
Sooorcing o Adams (1987; 1990: 30, 38), at
#.0 Amul there appeared at that time a new
I =pbmacan-influenced subcomplex in
sermmncs, characterized mainly by cylindrical
mooc wessels with apron lids, sometimes
sowered with stucco and painted. Some of them
ssec be mmports, but the majority was
moozblv locally manufactured imitations. In
S Burials and fills of the buildings there were
¢ found many green obsidian artifacts
T“aom and Farrior 1989; Adams 1999: 217)
ami mosaic pyrite mirrors (Adams 1999: 217-
~ % In the residential complex, located near
smmcture C-1 where Tombs 19 and 23 had been
“mumc, there were revealed green obsidian
amtacts and four burials, including an
moompleie, secondary cremation burial, all in
¢ 7led room (Eaton and Farrior 1989: 162-
72, Adams 1990: 38, 1999: 61-62).
Morsover, mm Group B-56, a residential
somplex composed of 4 courtyard groups,
were was found a small, multi-tiered falud-
amb *:“n stvle altar (Fig. 5), covered with red
;,:-.-:;::‘., plaster, also dated to phases Tzakol
— . It had been erected in the courtyard and
scoompanied Structure B-56 built at its eastern
smce (Ellis and Dodt-Ellis 2000: 146-147;
Acams 1987: 16-17), which resembles not
v the smmilar structure-altar arrangement in
Gro '.:: 5C-XVI from Tikal, but also that from
Teonhuacan 1itself. Only one talud-tablero
s=rrace was preserved from it, as the upper part
2f the altar had been destroyed in the later part
2 the Early Classic period by the successive

S0OSTUC tion (Ellis and Dodt-Ellis 2000: 147;
Adams 1987).
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=i 3. Talud-tablero altar from Rio Azul (after Ellis
=anc Dodi-Ellis 2000: fig. 6; corrected by the author).
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The research in La Sufricaya also uncovered
important finds related to the Teotihuacan-
Maya contacts. Apart from the already
mentioned name of Siyah K'ak' on Stela 6
(Grube 2003) and some recent epigraphic and
iconographic data (i.e. Mural 6, 7 and 9)
(Stuart, 2005; Estrada-Belli et al. 2006: 580-
587), at the site there were found many
ceramic sherds with Teotihuacan-style motifs,
some green obsidian blades (Estrada-Belli et
al. 2006: 587) and several very interesting
murals, some of which (especially Mural 1 and
3), have the composition that is unusual for the
Maya culture (Estrada-Belli 2001, 2002a,
2002b, 2003a, 2003b, 2003c). The most
interesting part of Mural 1 (Estrada-Belli
2002b: fig. 62) is its separated eastern portion,
where five rectangular fields can be seen, each
featuring five sitting figures facing left, and
whose dress and weapons emphasize the link
with the Teotihuacan culture. A similar
presentation seems to be that of the person who
1s twice as large sitting above them and also
tfacing left. In front of it there probably existed
another person or persons, which is indicated
by the few preserved feathers. The individuals
in that field were probably the most important
persons 1n that scene, which seems to present
some historical event. This was according to
Estrada Belli probably related to a ruler’s
accession to the throne (Estrada-Belli 2003a).
The composition of the painting itself is unique
for the murals known not only from the Maya

culture, but also from Teotihuacan, where

some murals are divided as well, though not
into squares but rhombuses, as on the Atetelco
murals (cf. Miller 1973: figure 341-343, 335;
Wagner 2004). As suggested already by
Elizabeth Wagner, the mural from La
Sufricaya may depict an event where each
participant had his own attributed location,
similar to Plaza de los Glifos in Teotihuacan.
The characteristic division of the mural
suggests also that it could have been copied
from some Maya or Teotihuacano codex
(Wagner 2004: 4-7). Although there is no
evidence of their usage at Teotihuacan, it
cannot be ruled out that they were known
there.

At the site of Yaxha, situated several dozen
kilometers to the southeast of Tikal, the
famous Stela 11 (Fig. 6a) represents a frontally
depicted figure whose dress, and whose
headdress in particular, is related directly to
similar representations known from Teotihua-
can. The tasseled headdress is very much like
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some headdresses from Techinantitla at
Teotihuacan (Millon 1988), and the upper part
of the scene 1s almost identical in character
with the representation known from Stela 32
from Tikal (Fig. 6b). This may suggest its
dating to the same period, 1.e. approximately to
the reign of Yax Nuun Ayun I at Tikal.
Somewhat to the west of Yaxha, during the
research carried out by the Yaxha-Sacnab
Historical Ecology Project (Rice and Rice
1980: 444), there was discovered an Early
Classic burial of an unsexable juvenile,
accompanied with a torso of another person, an
adult. Three vessels were laid above the torso,
including a slab-footed cylindrical ftripod
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Fig. 6. (a) Stela 11 from Yaxha (photo by W.
Koszkul); (b) Stela 32 from Tikal (after Jones and
Satterthwaite 1982: fig. 55a).

Wieslaw Koszkul

vessel and an annular-based hemispherical
Thin Orange bowl, imported from Mexico. In
the construction fill above the grave there was
found also a fragment of a blade made from
green obsidian (Rice and Rice 1980: 444; Rice
et.al. 1985: 599).

Some interesting finds dated to the beginning
of the Tzakol 3 phase have also been made
recently in Nakum, a medium sized site located
approximately 25 km to the east of Tikal,
between Yaxha and La Sufricaya. In the main
part of that site, the Acropolis, in the Tzakol 3
phase there had been erected four talud-tablero
platforms, enclosing the centrally located Patio
1 (Fig. 7 and 8) (Koszkul and Hermes 2006;
Hermes et al. 2006; Koszkul et al. 20006).
Moreover, in one of the platforms the
Triangulo Project also found eight blades and
one projectile point, all of them made of green
obsidian. In the fill of another structure, E Sub-
2, there was made an offering consisting of
two vessels, including a cylindrical tripod
vessel, similar in shape to some cylinders from
Teotihuacan (Koszkul and Hermes 2006). The
investigations of the Nakum Archaeological
Project carried out in 2006 in the northeastern
corner of Patio 1 suggest that the corners of the
talud-tablero platforms were merged, enclosing
it completely in between (cf. Koszkul et al.
2007; Koszkul and Hermes 2006). Most likely
they supported some other constructions in the
past, though despite the intensive investigation
of Structure E, these have not yet been found.

nn
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Fig. 7. Talud-tablero profiles from (a) Nakum
(Structure 14/15 Sub-1) and (b) Teotihuacan
(Structure 1J-W). Drawings by W. Koszkul.
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Fz0 1 from Nakum i1s thus the only patio
fend u:he Maya area, enclosed completely
w “our sides by falud-tablero style structures,
waeh seems to exhibit the closest analogies
wiis Teotihuacan. The localization of the patio
s e platforms in a major part of the site
micates that the people who lived or
»erommed ceremonies there must have been
e most mportant individuals in Nakum.
Warsower, the research in Nakum suggests also
Swr the rtalud-tablero vplatforms had this
womectural form only in the facades on the
mu=mor sides of the patio, which shows that the
=smemnal element was 1ts interior character, and
mw the external manifestation of the style for

peopie passing by the Acropolis.
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14/15 Sub-1

g ?mnstruction of Patio 1 from Nakum in
T = 2 phase (drawing by A. Witkowska).

mwd-tablero architecture has also been
IS ""’T“‘d recently by Paulino Morales (2005)
= _a Omwemada Corozal, a small site located to
tne southwest of Nakum, near the site of El
Zapote. The tablero 1n Structure Sub 4C from
twat site 1s somewhat diagonal and it was
teoorzted with the representation of a Maya
wwe Sgure and the symbol of a mat (Fig. 9).
"= lzst element, as well as the location of the
= cng 1 the central part of the site suggest
nar s function was probably linked to the
scomnty of 1ts ruler. The character of the facade
m tne building suggests that talud-tablero style
was adapted to local Maya architectural forms,
sacn as apron moldings. A similar form of
wnws-tablero was found on the facades of
somme bunldings in Group 6C-XVI at Tikal (cf.
Laporie 1985: figure 2, 3, 7) which suggests

= canng to the same period, 1.e. the end of the

O 0.5 1™

=z = Structure Sub 4C from La Quemada Corozal
==r Morales 2005: fig. 4; corrected by the author).
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Manik 2 phase or the Manik 3A phase. The
resemblance is probably not accidental and it
seems that, similar to the neighboring El
Zapote, the site was in the sphere of influence
of Tikal at that time.

The intense contacts of Tikal with Central
Mexico, visible in the archaeological material
of the late Manik 2 and Manik 3A phases seem
to vanish in the Manik 3B phase. At the
remaining few sites in the Peten the horizon of
appearance of these features seems to be short
as well. The one preserved and used for the
longest time was the falud-tablero architecture,
which in Nakum and in Mundo Perdido at
Tikal was partially in use also in the Late
Classic period. At that time there also occurred
the revival of evoking Teotihuacan-related
traits in the Maya culture in different contexts.
(ct. Stuart 2000; Stone 1989)

The research conducted by Ponce de Leon
(2003), Moholy Nagy (1999) and other
researchers on the Early Classic material
culture at Tikal where the most of Teotihua-
can-related material was found shows that the
actual imports from Central Mexico, or items
which could have been such imports are very
tew 1n number and are in the minority amongst
the local materials. The largest in terms of
quantity are Central Mexican green and gray
obsidian artifacts, but merely a few vessels,
candeleros and figurines (Ponce de Leon
2003). Most of the cylindrical tripod vessels,
which often reveal a mixture of Teotihuacan
and Maya styles, were manufactured in the
Maya region, or even at Tikal itself. The
quantities prove that the importation from
Central Mexico was very insignificant, but
more goods could have moved in the other
direction, such as jade or valuable feathers.
The latter would be used in Teotihuacan to
decorate not only costumes, but also temple
roofs, as suggested by their representations on
murals, ceramics and models revealed there
(1.e. Pasztory 1997: 134, fig. 11.1; Morelos
Garcia 1991: 148-150, fig. 4). In the scene on
one of the vessels found in the Problematical
Deposit 50 at Tikal (Fig. 10), a Maya-style
person welcomes strangers while holding
feathers in his hand, which can also suggest
that they were valued and sought after.

Summary and Conclusions

Considering the finds from Tikal and
Uaxactun, dated mostly to the late Manik 2 and
Manik 3A phase, it seems that Teotihuacan-
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Fig. 10. Scene from the vessel discovered in PD 50 at Tikal (after Greene and Moholy-Nagy 1966: fig. 3).

related traits appeared there in large quantities
as a result of the activity of Siyah K'ak' and
that they are linked directly to the date 11 Eb
and the dynastic shift at Tikal. However, the
sources which we currently have at our
disposal do not permit us to unambiguously
assess the nature of the events as well as the
motives and the character of engagement in it
of either Central Mexican traits or Teotithuacan
itself. It can only be speculated upon while
analyzing particular aspects of the Teotihuacan
contacts at that time, but at some occasions we
will find several dozens of more or less
probable answers to questions posed. Was
Siyah K'ak' a Maya or a Teotihuacano? Was
he a warrior-merchant traveling between the
Peten and Central Mexico, who with the
passage of time acknowledged both cultures
well and used this to his own advantage
afterwards, in cooperation with the enigmatic
Spearthrower Owl? Taking into consideration
the local origin of Yax Nuun Ayiin, that was
recently suggested by the isotopic analysis of
his remains (Wright 2005), we can speculate
that Spearthrower Owl did actually participate
personally in the events related to 11 Eb and
married a local woman. Their child was Yax
Nuun Ayiin, who could have already been born
after the aforementioned date at Tikal. This
seems improbable, since this would have made
him just one year old or so at his accession.
However, theoretically it is possible.

It is difficult to determine the nature of the
events related to the political changes at Tikal
and in the region, but it is easier to evaluate
their results. The activity of Siyah K'ak' led to
the overthrow of the power at Tikal, installing
a new ruler and making many other sites in the
Peten dependent. I do not think that he could
have done it merely by referring to the Central
Mexican iconography. The outcome of the
events from that period seems to suggest that
this combination of the specific characteristics
of that man and his contact with a different
Central Mexican approach to warfare led to
such significant changes in the Peten. Apart

from his ethnic affiliation, he somehow
managed to engage the Teotihuacan culture or
a group of people under its influence for his
purposes. We can only speculate whether they
were Teotihuacanos, or just Maya dressed 1in
Mexican costumes and trained appropriately
by him. However, the intensification of
contacts with Central Mexico at that time 1s
distinct, and in the scenes presenting the
“strangers” they are nearly always armed, and
occasionally featured clearly as dominating
over the Maya (cf. Graham 1986: 143; A. L.
Smith 1950: fig. 46). The former were
probably more advanced than the Maya from
the Peten in terms of war skills, not only with
regard to armoring, but maybe in combat
methods as well. The scene featuring sitting
individuals in Teotithuacan-style costumes on
Mural 1 from La Sufricaya can be interpreted
in a number of ways, but visually they form a
tight unit of warriors supporting the individuals
presented above. These various {features,
among others, could have possibly influenced
the adaptation of the Teotithuacan war
symbolism and costumes in Early and Late
Classic periods. Moreover, even if originally
most of the group were the “strangers”, upon
their arrival or shortly afterwards the new
rulers of Tikal definitely gathered new
supporters and partners from among the local
Maya. Although it cannot be ruled out that his
ancestors came from Central Mexico, an
example of such an individual seems to be
K'uk' Mo', known from the texts from Tikal
(Martin and Grube 2000: 32-33) and Uaxactun
(Schele and Freidel 1990: 449), who probably
later became K'inich Yax K'uk' Mo', a ruler of
Copan.

The appearance of the name of Siyah K'ak' in
the inscriptions in many sites in the Peten, and
in the case of Rio Azul and La Sufricaya also
the material, architecture or iconography
referring to the Teotithuacan culture suggest
that his activity was of great significance for
the further spread of Central Mexican traits in
the region. However, the material evidence of
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Teotthuacan contacts from the sites in the
Pzten reveals little about their nature. The
mzlers of those sites brought under his control,
wr. which cannot be ruled out in some cases,
e newly installed ones from his circle also
probably desired to stress their connections
with the Teotthuacan culture. The appearance
ot Teotihuacan-related features in Nakum
could have been linked to the situation-
sppropriate response of its elite, attempting to
acapt to the new political and cultural changes
m great Tikal, which had subdued most of the
rezion. However, 1t cannot be excluded that the
stz could have been also reached by Slyah
L. zk'. The discovery of green obsidian in the
somtext of Tzakol 3 ceramics in the fill of one
of the falud-tablero buildings in Nakum may
suggest that the people who conveyed the
sosidian to Nakum brought in the new
architectural style as well. Furthermore, the
ssmultaneous appearance of green obsidian and
‘z'ud-tablero architecture in Nakum suggests
szt the spread of this type of architecture was
not merely the spread of the style, without the
.v.ledge of 1ts Central Mexican origins and
soimral affiliation. Even i1f those elements
"o not brought into Nakum by
leonhuacanos  themselves, they  were
ceomitely  considered 1n  correlation, as
mnginating from and representlng the same
sulmural entity. Moreover, the uniqueness of the
architecture 1n Nakum, the murals from La
Sumicaya or the multi-tiered falud-tablero altar
om Rio Azul, the equivalents of which have
mot vet been unearthed at Tikal suggest that
thwese were not mere copies of the model,
wiich could have been imitated from that site.
This points to free application of art and
architecture in them, and probably also a free
zse of a manifold 1deas incoming from Central
Mexico.

As I have already mentioned, the participa-
=on of Teotihuacan itself and Teotihuacanos in
the appearance of Teotithuacan contacts in the

northeastern Peten 1s not clear. The changes
woich took place mm the Maya culture as a
result of these contacts were considerable, and
.:.l’j:zouch a clear return to the Maya tradition
zzn be observed already 1n the second and third
senerafion afterward, a number of Teotihua-
-an-related features survived through the Late
'Iassu: period. Even 1f Teotihuacan was not
actively involved in the contacts with Peten
z=nd other Maya regions, its culture greatly
miluenced some aspects of the Early and Late
(Classic Maya culture. The evocation of
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Teotihuacan symbolism, visible in the Late
Classic period, was undoubtedly founded and

rooted 1n authentic contacts with the

Teotihuacan culture, which took place in the
second half of the fourth and at the beginning
of the fifth centuries AD.

Notes

1 In his recent article about talud-tablero
architecture at Tikal Juan Pedro Laporte (2003:
200-203) changes some earlier datings of
several talud-tablero structures, including the
altar-structure Sub-48, 5C-51, 5C-52 and 6C-24
(cf. Laporte 1985: 17-22; Laporte and Fialko
1990: 46, 1995: 65).
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